
THE YILLANOVAN
Vol. VII JUNE, 1923 No. 5

Clasfsi of iiineteen ilunbretr anb t^toentp=t|iree

**Finis Coronal opus"

N the fall of 1919 the class of " '23"

made its debut at Villanova and
dating from- the day of entrance, its

history has been a remarkable one.

Its accomplishments have been many
and it has held a high place both in the social

and sporting activities of the school.

The class of
'

' '23 '

' showed its spirit of unity

and co-operation from the time that they were

first gathered in a body, namely, upon the

reception into the grand and exalted order of

"Hobble Gobble." To this day that memorable
night still lingers in the thoughts of all. Ac-

cording to College customs the Freshmen had

to wear their little blue and white skull caps.

The class of " '23" didn't take to this, so a

game of football was arranged with the Sopho-

mores in order to settle once and for all the

supremacy of the two classes. The game was
played December 8th, 1919, and it was the

bitterest class struggle ever seen on the fair

campus at Villanova. The battle waged up

and down the field throughout the game with

neither team able to score. Both classes

played clean, hard football and although the

infirmary was occupied to a great extent the

next day no permanent injury occurred. The

class of
'

' '23, '

' although unable to score, played

a better brand of football and in the opinion

of the entire student body won a moral victory.

This marked the end of the blue and white

skull cap. The men who played for the class

of " '23" on that day and won their numerals

were: Wasilko, Ford, Jones, Duggan, Laughlin,

Hyson, Burke, Stein, Lynch, Devine, Clark,

Collins, McNally aiul Vize. The team was

coached by Rev. Francis A. Driscoll, 0. S. A.,

now president of the college.

Supremacy in football was not enough honor

for the class of " '23," so with the permission

of the Athletic Board, a basketball team was
formed and a hard schedule arranged. The

team had great success in the floor game and it

was the initial ai)i)earance of a Villanova Col-

lege team on the floor. This team met with

such success that the following year basketball

became a major sport at Villanova. Much
credit for the success in basketball must be
given to the class of " '23," as may be evi-

denced by the fact that three members of the

Freshman basketball team made the varsity in

1922. These men were Laughlin, Gray and
Jones. The members of the class team were

:

Gray, Lynch and Riordan, forwards ; Norman
Jones, center; Laughlin and Vize, guards;
Laughlin and Gray are still mainstays of the

Varsity basketball team.
With the arrival of spring the class of " '23"

made their appearance on the diamond and a

strong schedule was arranged by Manager
Gerald Fagan. The team won all games played.

The line-up of the baseball team was: Ford,
catcher; M. Lj^nch and Jones, pitchers; Cooke,
first base ; Sullivan, second base ; Gray, short-

stop ; A. Lj^nch, third base ; Clarke, Laughlin
and Vize, outfielders.

The fall of 1920 brought with it the return
of the class of " '23," now seasoned collegians.

Tales of summer experiences were told and re-

told and the beginning of the Sophomore year
found the class more strongly united and with
one principle, the betterment of Villanova, first,

last and always.
The incoming Freshmen were put through

their paces upon their reception into the society
of "Hobble Gobble," and owing to the extent
of their initiation of the "Fresh" were glad of
the opportunity of wearing a skull cap.

The usual Freshman-Sophomore football
game was played, with the class of " '23"

trouncing the freshmen to the tune of 35-7.

"Billy" Ford and Laughlin starred for " '23."

The line-up for " '23" was the same as the
preceding 3-ear.

In the early spring of " '21" the class of
" '23" made their first social appearance at
Villanova. The "Sophomore Soiree" proved
to be the best event of the year. The proceeds
were given to the athletic association. This
donation was the largest donation from any
class in the history of the college.

The big opportunity for the class of " '23"


